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DORIAN GRAY OR KING DAVID
by Father Peter Salmas, Pastor
We fill our lives with so much activity and “busyness” that it is difficult to know when and where one
day ends and another begins. The Lord created the world in seven days, each unique and special. Each
of our days are gifts, unique and special. Every day is different. When days become the same, that
sameness does not recognize the reality that is unique to creation. All things grow and change as time
moves forward. For some, time stands still, which is not natural or healthy. If we see each day as the
same minute to minute, hour to hour, we have lost our ability, a unique and God given ability, to
discern…time, space, personhood, and ultimately love, the Love of God.
Sadly, there as those who no longer recognize the Love of God in our world. Love has become
selfish, reflecting upon one’s own narcissistic image and desires. The novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray
by Oscar Wilde, is an excellent philosophical and spiritual example of this reality. We hear this first in
the Holy Scriptures and most notably in the parable of the rich man who decided to build more store
houses for his crops, to take care of his wealth, instead of first taking care of his soul.
How and what we do each day either brings us closer or further away from our goal, the
Kingdom of Heaven. The Lord in fact tells us that we should, “seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness and all these things shall be added to you.”
Often, we start the day thinking about what we will eat or drink or wear. And after we decide
these things, where we will go and how we will get there. And then, what we will do and say. God, for
many, is not part of this thought process as prayer is not sufficiently rooted in our daily life. And so, is it
little wonder that every day, often looks and presents itself the same, day in and day out?
Beginning each day with thoughts of God and His Kingdom will open our hearts, minds, and
souls, to His glory and the beauty of His creation. The very first Psalm of King David states the
following,
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in
the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in the
law of the Lord, and in His law, he meditates day and night. Psalm 1:1-2
To begin each day with this thought would surely grant us a more positive and exciting view of
the day before us. It would also remind us of who we are and why Christ and His love for us is so
important. After all, He is our Lord and Savior, and we have joined Him to challenge the fallen world in
which we live with love and faith in Him. His Kingdom is our goal.

A WORD FROM MY FATHER
by Father Athanasios Felactu, Assistant Priest
Koinonia! Koinonia! I was reminded the other day by a dear friend of mine of the word Koinonia. You
see, if you grew up in Redondo Beach in the late 80’s and early 90’s, this was a word you were sure to
hear and learn about. My father of blessed memory was the GOYA advisor for more than a decade, and

an avid studier of the Bible. Not reader, but STUDIER. Most mornings when I would come downstairs,
there was Pop at the kitchen table with 3-4 different bibles surrounding him along with one in Greek, a
lexicon, and a variety of other resources. And one word that really struck him, and that he wanted all the
kids to know, was Koinonia! Loosely translated, Koinonia means “fellowship.” But carful study of the
word shows the meaning to be much deeper. I want to share a couple excerpts from what I read, that
seemed to drive home the meaning of Koinonia to me, and why it is such special and powerful word:
 The word “fellowship” describes the beautiful relationship of faith which connects
true Christians to God and to all other true believe. The word generally translated
fellowship is the Greek noun koinonia. Henry Thayer defines the word -“fellowship,
association, community, communion, joint participation” (Greek-English Lexicon of
the New Testament, p. 352). It describes the state of “association” or “joint
participation [“Fellowship in the Gospel”: a study of the word Koinonia by Kyle Pope]
 “The first occurrence of koinonia is Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves to the
apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”
Christian fellowship is a key aspect of the Christian life. Believers in Christ are to
come together in love, faith, and encouragement. That is the essence of koinonia. /
Philippians 2:1-2 declares, “If you have any encouragement from being united with
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness
and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and purpose.” Koinonia is being in agreement with one
another, being united in purpose, and serving alongside each other. Our koinonia with
each other is based on our common koinonia with Jesus Christ. First John 1:6-7 says,
“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” /
A powerful example of what koinonia should look like can be found in a study of the
phrase “one another” in the Bible. Scripture commands us to be devoted to one another
(Romans 12:10), honor one another (Romans 12:10), live in harmony with one another
(Romans 12:16; 1 Peter 3:8), accept one another (Romans 15:7), serve one another in
love (Galatians 5:13), be kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32),
admonish one another (Colossians 3:16), encourage one another (1 Thessalonians
5:11; Hebrews 3:13), spur one another on toward love and good deeds (Hebrews
10:24), offer hospitality (1 Peter 4:9), and love one another (1 Peter 1:22; 1 John
3:11; 3:23; 4:7; 4:11-12). That is what true biblical koinonia should look like.
[gotQuestions.org]
This is what Pop (my father) wanted us to know. Not just in a way of knowing a definition, but in the
feeling to know what Koinonia feels like. This was his hope and prayer for all his GOYANs and this is
my prayer for each of us. To know truly know and experience Koinonia.
May we as the body of Christ, being united with Him and each other through the Holy Eucharist,
in prayerful joint participation in the life of the Church, be in constant Koinonia with one another, by
“having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.” Let us always remember the other; as we serve
alongside one another, endure with one another, be compassionate to one another, accept one another,
always walking in His Light, the light of Christ as vessels of His Love.

THE FORMALITY
OF GREEK ORTHODOX SPIRITUAL LIFE
by Konstantine Salmas, Lay Assistant
“Orthodox Christians are taught that the church building itself is holy – it is not just a place for members
to assemble. It is, in New Testament terms, the temple whose plan was shown to Moses when he built
the tabernacle in the wilderness.”
Everywhere Present
Church is a place with a theological intention that is not casual. Its formal purpose is signaled in its
primary service, in its architecture, and with its literature. What this is intended to communicate to the
participant is that church is a place where an individual person can go to develop and reinforce their
individual relationship with Jesus Christ.
The primary thing that occurs at an Orthodox church is the celebration of the Divine Liturgy on
Sunday. While multiple people are at the Divine Liturgy on a Sunday, the trajectory of the service is
Communion/Eucharist. The individual person receives communion. No one can receive communion
instead of a person. You can’t receive communion for me, in my place. There is the emphasis of the
individual, even though it occurs in the group setting. What this says to me is that I am seen by Christ as
an individual person, and that how I, as an individual, view Christ has consequence for my personal
existence. The Divine Liturgy emphasizes the centrality of my theological understanding and the
theological revelation of the Incarnation.
The centrality and formality of theology is found in the Divine Liturgy. But, it is not only found
there. The church building itself communicates to the person that this place is a place that is different
than other places that are around. The organization and layout of the church building expresses the
theological intention of the Church. I pull the following from my opening quote: “It is, in New
Testament terms, the temple whose plan was shown to Moses when he built the tabernacle in the
wilderness.” Our heritage reaches back to the Lord’s relationship with an individual person. The quote
points out that it is Moses who is shown the plan of and who is responsible for building the tabernacle,
which is the formal place that was marked out for God to dwell. “And let them make Me
a sanctuary,[c]that I may dwell among them. 9 According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the
tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it (Exodus 25:8,9).” The point
that is most relevant for this article is that even though God acted in their lives, and through their
interactions with the Egyptians and during their time in the desert, he still officially and formally directs
them to make, “a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.” There is a place set aside with theological
intention. The place is for God to dwell among them. He inserts Himself in a very unique and formal
way.
The Divine Liturgy and the building of a place for God are two things that signal to us that
Church is a place with a theological intention that is formal and not casual. The third thing that signals
this is the existence of a body of writing that has as its cause a subject with a theological center: Jesus
Christ. He is not only a theological being, but He is an individual who we, as Orthodox Christians,
believe to be at the substance of His being, God the Word who attached to His Divine nature, through
birth in the world, human nature. This Is what is reinforced to us generation after generation, within the
Orthodox Church. The Church is concerned first and foremost to secure a consistent way to discuss the
mystery of the Trinity and the Incarnation. But, is also concerned that this discussion is connected to
what is true about Jesus Christ. This is because that who He is as an individual has consequences for
what we say human beings are. Saint Athanasius in his, Defence of the Nicene Definition, writes, “The
Bishops…were again compelled on their part to collect the sense of the Scriptures, and to re-say and re-

write what they had said before, more distinctly still, namely, that the Son is ‘one in essence’ with the
Father; by way of signifying, that the Son was from the Father, and not merely like, but the same in
likeness…” This is a small sample from a fourth century writing that indicates both the centrality of
theology to church and again, the significance of church as a place which is for the individual person
and for their relationship with Christ. An individual writes this response which explains why the words
in 325 at Nicaea became the lasting core of the Church’s statement of belief.
Divine Liturgy, church architecture, and Church literature all signal to the individual that church
is a place in time and that it has a theological intention. Church is first and foremost a place for a person
to encounter God sacramentally in the person of Jesus Christ. Once I am formally secure in my
relationship with Him, that is centered at “a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them,” then I can be
secure in how I interface in secondary group – family, professional, social – areas of life.

FROM THE JANITOR’S CLOSET
by Tyke Stamates, Facilities Manager
Festival Chairmen never die; they just fade away . . . I want to congratulate the PARISHIONERS of
HOLY CROSS for putting on one of the best FESTIVALS we’ve ever had.
It is very dangerous to thank individuals because one usually forgets someone, but I am taking a
chance because I want to thank my daughters Mary who was the chairwoman and Anastacia. I also want
to thank Tassos Gianakakos for doing a superb job at the gate.
To all the people my age and older I want to say without you there would not be a Festival and to those
younger, congratulations because you have shown that we have a strong and vibrant community.
I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge Luis and Alvaro for all the help they give us
during, before and after the Festival.
Our Church needs a lot of maintenance and repair. This means we need MONEY. For instance,
the large tree in the Amphitheater needs to be removed, it is causing the sidewalk to move and is forcing
a water valve against the building…. this is not an easy task and will cost approx. $20,000.00. The tree
is causing major damage along the whole area. We are looking into other means of dealing with the
problem but removal of the tree is best.
This is an unexpected problem, and hopefully we can have it removed before winter.
So, if you have extra money or want a good tax deduction please offer to HELP.
Thank you.

HAPPY FALL 2018 FROM ORA!
Congratulations ORA members & thank you for all your hard work at our recent Holy Cross Festival. So
many of our members were in the kitchen months before preparing our many delicious recipes that are
such an important area of our Festival; members were chair people not only in the kitchen cooking but
also serving & volunteering in our various booths; you name it --- ORA members were there!!
We are proud of our ORA; just think February 2019 we will be celebrating our 40th year. We
invite all Holy Cross parishioners & members from our sister churches, who do not have a senior group,
to join us. All you have to do is be 55 & over; ORA is young at heart; our 110 members are ready to
welcome you - we are planning a special year; come join & help us celebrate
Our meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of each month in The Oaks: Meet.& Greet 11 :00 AM
Brief meeting 11:30 AM; Hot Lunch Noon. Annual dues are $20.
On behalf of the ORA Board: President Daisy Fernando, Vice President Virginia Coppock,
Secretary Helen Valavanis & Treasurer Cathy Zamenes, we look forward to seeing you.

HOLY CROSS COFFEE HOUR - Sundays after Divine Liturgy
We have the wonderful opportunity to visit with our friends after liturgy -- please join us. Remember, all
donations collected help support the many charities of Philoptochos -- local, national & global disasters,
human trafficking, feeding the hungry, mental illness, cancer, etc. Did you know the National
Philoptochos has donated $3.8 million in the last 2 years to charities throughout the world? BRAVO!
Thank you to our Philoptochos Board's dedication to hosting the coffee hour. We would like to invite
you (man or woman) to come help us. If interested or you have suggestions on improving the coffee
hour, call Irene Pappas (650) 591-6976 or email sunlover488-m@yahoo.com.

THE CHOIR (AND EVERYONE) SINGS FOR ICE CREAM!
Thank you to everyone who supported the choir recently when we hosted a special Coffee Hour and Ice
Cream Bar to celebrate Church Music Sunday! We went through a lot of ice cream, syrup, whipped
cream, cherries, sprinkles, you name it! Our super-scoopers (Stacey Samaras, Christian Canellos, and
Chris Canellos) were more than up to the task (along with Supervisor Ted Zamenes)! It was great fun
singing “Now I’m a Good Singer” with you, and we sincerely appreciate your wonderful, generous
donations for our Choir Scholarship Award fund.
Special thanks to some of our younger singers and a parent who spoke about their choir
experiences! Their speeches are printed at the end of this article.
As we do each year, the choir sang a collection of hymns at the Belmont Greek Festival during
the first church tour on Sunday, following an opening speech by Father Tom.
Many of us, along with Father Peter, also sang Greek folk and popular songs with the Festival
Chorus and Orchestra, directed by Dr. Tikey Zes and Gus Gundunas, and organized by our own Ted
Zamenes and George Liviakis.
We had a great time at our summer Barbecue & Pool Party. Everyone brought tasty food, and the
students in the choir showed great promise as future Olympians if there’s ever a “Speed Swimming on
Pool Floaties Competition.”
Chris and Eva Canellos participated in the summer Metropolis Church Music Conference in San
Diego, highlighted by liturgy with 85 adult choir members and 15 youth. There were outstanding
educational seminars including “The Liturgy as Theology,” “Conducting Techniques,” “Vocal
Techniques,” and “Building a Multi-Generational Church Choir.”
Thank you again for supporting the choir, and we look forward to having new members join us!
Here are the speeches from our recent coffee hour:
Maria Morrison, age 14
I love being in the choir because I get to be with my friends, and we get to sing many
beautiful church hymns to show our faith in the Lord. The choir is very fun and
enjoyable for me, and it gives me another great reason to come to church on Sundays.
Annie Virsik, age 10
I love singing in the choir because I can sing about my faith. I also get to learn church
hymns that are sung at different church services. I love to sing, and singing in the choir
has allowed me to learn about my faith and really appreciate all the church hymns that
are sung during Liturgy. On Sunday mornings, I always look forward to singing
beautiful hymns during church. Thank you!

Sophia Wentley, age 10
Hi, my name is Sophia Wentley, and I now have been singing in the choir for one year.
Singing is an important part of how we pray. For example, in the Divine Liturgy, we
don't say our prayers; we sing them. I sing in the choir to build a relationship with God
and express my faith in a different way. Music helps us connect to God in a way that
words alone cannot. With that said, I hope some of you can come join me to build the
same experience I have had singing in the choir. Thank you!!
Zoe Wentley, age 7
My name is Zoe Wentley, and I sing in the choir to see my God-sisters and my little
sister’s Godmother. I like singing in the choir because I'm with my family, and I am
praying to God. It really is a lot of fun.
Allison Virsik, parent
I’m an "accidental choir member" even though I don't have a super voice because I love
our team! I joined the choir to support my daughters, Kate and Annie, when they joined.
After a while, I realized they didn’t need me to be there anymore, but I didn’t want to
leave because I enjoyed singing with our great group. I feel so appreciated, welcomed
and loved, and serving in the choir is such a wonderful way to be involved in Liturgy.

WELCOME TO THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR
AT HOLY CROSS GREEK SCHOOL!
We hope you enjoyed your summer break with family and friends. There is nothing more energizing
than the smiles and sounds of children being back in school. We want school to be the best part of your
child’s day and a place where children feel happy and engaged, and where parents feel welcome and
involved.
I’m thrilled to welcome all of you to the 2018-2019 school year which has officially begun on
the 17th of September. Father Peter & Father Tom have given us their blessings for a productive and
successful school year. We are pleased to have several new families joining us and we welcome them to
our Greek school community. If you have a child (starting at 3 years old) interested in joining, we offer
3 educational programs. We also offer an Adult program.
 Athena - Monday and Tuesday from 4:30-6:30
 Phevos- Wednesday from 4:30-6:30
 Koraes- Thursday and Friday from 4:30-6:30
 Adult Program- Monday-Tuesday & Wednesday
Enrollment in both the children and adult classes continues and we invite anyone who wants to visit our
school before they decide to register or not to arrange for a visit day (or week) to see the wonderful
learning environment and our outstanding and committed teachers in action. Visits are available to both
children and adults.
We are very proud of our students and staff! On October 28th we will present the award
certificates to students who successfully passed the examination for the Certification of Attainment in
Greek. The examinations are held once annually, in May. “Ellinomatheia” (Certificate of Attainment in
the Greek Language) meets the requirements for a standardized test of a foreign language for the
purposes of the Seal of Biliteracy. Is on the list of approved tests for the prestigious SEAL OF
BILITERACY, similarly with other languages. B1 being the minimum requirement.
Teachers will work hard to continue the legacy of success by preparing our students taking the
exams on May 2019.

As we try to build strong relationships with parents, friends and our community partners we
invite all to come and join our Souvlaki fundraiser on October 28th following liturgy at The Oaks
where delicious souvlaki will be for sale to either eat or take home! All proceeds will benefit the Holy
Cross Greek School program.
If you are interested, please contact Katerina Papachristou-Chiotis for more information.
Chiotiskaterina@gmail.com or via phone (650) 868-0727
We are anticipating another great year with high expectations for all!

2019 JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL
Topics for the 2019 Saint John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival have been released! The Parish Festival
will take place on Sunday, March 10. This nation-wide speech Festival gives Orthodox youth an
opportunity to write and deliver an oral presentation about their faith.
At Holy Cross, there are three divisions – Elementary (grades 4-6), Junior (grades 7-9), and
Senior (grades 10-12). Elementary participants can choose any topic on Orthodoxy, and speeches have
no time constraints. In the past, there have been Elementary speeches about Saints, Bible Stories, and
Feast Days. Junior and Senior Division participants must select a topic from a list provided by the
Archdiocese (see below). Participants select a question, conduct research on their topic, and prepare and
deliver a speech. The top speakers from the Junior and Senior Divisions of each parish advance to the
District Festival, which will take place at Holy Cross on Sunday April 14. From there, speakers can
advance to the Metropolis (Saturday, May 11 at St. Nicholas Ranch) and onto the National Festival
(June 5-7 in Port Washington, NY)
Please encourage the young people in your life to participate in this inspiring faith-sharing event.
The Oratorical Festival provides an opportunity for our youth to gain public speaking experience within
the supportive environment of our Church, and it allows them the chance to reflect on their faith and to
share it with others. For more information, please visit the Saint John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
website at https://www.goarch.org/oratorical or contact Allison Virsik at ali_virsik@yahoo.com
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2019 List of Topics - Junior Division (Grades 7–9)
Martyrs of the Church and some of the early monastics are both described as “athletes.” What does it
mean to be an athlete for Christ?
On January 30th, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Three Hierarchs: St. Basil the Great, St.
Gregory the Theologian, and St. John Chrysostom. Select one of these Church Fathers and discuss
his contribution to the Church.
Discuss the significance of water in the Church – Baptism, Theophany, holy water, etc. – and what
this suggests about our responsibility for the natural world.
Discuss the new commandment of John 13:34: “Love one another, even as I have loved you…”
What does it mean to love one another as Christ loved us?
In 1 Timothy 6:10, St. Paul writes, “For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.” How
should Orthodox Christians relate to money and wealth?

2019 List of Topics - Senior Division (Grades 10–12)
6. Many of the Church’s services employ objects from the natural world (such as wheat, wine, oil, or
water) in order to confer a blessing upon the faithful. Why does the Church do this, and what does
this suggest about our responsibility for the natural world?
7. From ancient Greece to the present, politicians have aligned themselves with religious concepts and
constituencies. How is an Orthodox Christian to discern whether today’s politicians do this out of
genuine piety or in order to manipulate the electorate?

8. The hymns of the Church contain the whole of its theology. Pick one hymn from the Lenten or Holy
Week period and describe how it speaks to you personally.
9. Describe how science and technology should always be at the service of humanity and, ultimately, of
God, in harmony with His purposes.
10. In view of St. Paul’s exhortation in Colossians 3:16, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom,” discuss the importance of being biblically literate today.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please let the church office know if we are missing your sacrament or have incorrect information.
BAPTISMS & CHRISMATIONS
July 28 Luca Jonathan, son of Tiberiu and
Mihaela Ungur Motoc; Alina Richards,
sponsor
Aug 25 Eoin George, son of Martin and
Georgianna Golematis Quinn;
Christopher and Christine Sawmiller,
sponsors
Oct 6 Andreas, son of John and Ageliki
Fikaris; Hristos and Dimitra
Papadopoulos, sponsors

FUNERALS
Peter Konstan who fell asleep in the Lord July 26
Peter Evangel who fell asleep in the Lord July 26
Mary Speros who fell asleep in the Lord August 3
Nicholas Peponis who fell asleep in the Lord
September 12
Angelo Pangalos who fell asleep in the Lord
September 30
Theodoros Laliotis who fell asleep in the Lord
October 12
Helen Petrakis who fell asleep in the Lord October
20
Lewis (Elias) Woerz who fell asleep in the Lord
October 25

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, November 11 – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy - Eighth Sunday of Luke - 8:45 AM,
Orthros, 10:00 AM, Hierarchical Divine Liturgy / We are honored to welcome His Grace
Bishop Apostolos and His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos. Following the Divine
Services our Philoptochos will offer a reception in The Oaks. All are welcome to join His
Grace in our farewell celebration. We extend our prayers, gratitude, and good wishes to His
Grace as he continues his distinguished service in the Lord's Vineyard.
Tuesday, November 13 – Annual Piecemeal - Our youth families will again celebrate
Thanksgiving as a community in The Oaks. Hot apple cider at 6, dinner at 6:45. Turkeys
and stuffing will be cooked in our kitchen. Get ready to bring your piece! RSVP and food
assignments NOW at our website. Donate a turkey first! Email
konstantineS@goholycross.org
Sunday, November 18 – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy - Ninth Sunday of Luke - 8:45 AM,
Orthros, 10:00 AM, Hierarchical Divine Liturgy / We are honored to welcome, His Grace
Bishop Neofitos of Mount Nyeri, Kenya, who visited us in January of 2017. He will share
with us the missionary work and ministry taking place in Kenya and the growth of the
Greek Orthodox church under the Patriarchate of Alexandria, Egypt.
Sunday, November 18 – The Greek Historical Society of the SF Bay Area will be sponsoring
coffee hour. The organization is dedicated to the preservation of Greek culture and history

in our area and will be displaying historical photographs and memorabilia. A sampling of
their photographs can be found here: http://www.sanfranciscogreeks.com/gallery/. If you
have any questions you can contact the group by sending an email to
sfghs@sanfranciscogreeks.com.
Friday, November 23 – Holy Cross Christmas Tree Lot OPENS! This year we are looking to
sell at least 500 trees. We stock Silver Tips, Noble Fir, Nordmann Fir, Frasier Fir, and
Douglas Firs up to 12 feet. Sign-up to volunteer at the church website. If you would like to
get more involved with managing our Tree Lot, please email office@goholycross.org.
Proceeds go to our Youth Council to help offset costs for Greek Dance, Volleyball,
Basketball and Youth Retreats. Decorate your home or business with a beautiful tree by
supporting the church and all its wonderful youth ministries!
Sunday, November 25 – Family Sharing Program begins. Stay tuned for news on our
collection activities, our Giving Tree and ways you can donate towards our annual
Christmas giving program. Contact Anastacia Stamates at anastaciams@yahoo.com or
650-868-2569 if you can help.
Saturday, December 1 – “Light the Path” Luncheon - Mark your calendars and join the
Philoptochos as we celebrate the glory of Christmas and continue to offer financial
assistance to our seminarians and students attending Hellenic College/Holy Cross in
Brookline, Massachusetts. 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. This event has a long history
here in Belmont. Join us in the tradition of ushering in the holiday season in fellowship and
in support of the future of our church! Details and invitations to follow shortly.
Sunday, December 9 following Divine Liturgy (until 1 PM) - Parish Council Elections - All
members in good standing are encouraged to vote for members of the Parish Council to the
2019-2020 term. Please join us outside the Christmas Tea following to fill in your ballot.
Sunday, December 9 following Divine Liturgy – Annual Christmas Tea - Join the
Philoptochos to celebrate Christmas together as a Holy Cross family. There will be a
delicious buffet with scrumptious desserts. We will have a Christmas Boutique where you
can buy some last minute gifts. Of course, our Bake Sale will continue and there will be a
wonderful drawing for cash prizes and more! All proceeds will benefit the Family Sharing
Program.
Sunday, December 9, 5 PM - “Crossing into Christmas” Annual Christmas Program - The
Sunday School kids are learning their carols, and we're gearing up to deck the hall for our
annual Community Christmas Program! Please let us know if your children want to be in
the "big play" with lines, the "Nativity Scene" with no lines, or both! We need kids to be
Joseph, Mary, the angel Gabriel, Wise Men, shepherds, etc. One rehearsal for the Nativity
and singing on Sat, Dec. 8, 10:00 AM. Only six rehearsals for those in the big play.
Contact Eva Canellos, 650-400-1610 or cecanellos@aol.com, or Helene Nemchik, 650224-4809 or hrnemchik@aol.com.
Monday, December 17, 6 PM – Family Sharing Distribution Night. Join us in The Oaks for a
light supper at 6 PM, and then we’re off to distribute food and necessities to local families
in need.
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His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos
and the Metropolis of San Francisco
Philoptochos
joyfully invite you to attend

Light the Path



+RO\&URVV7UHHV
Sales begin
Friday, November 23


a Christmas Luncheon in support of the
Bishop Anthony Philoptochos
Student Aid Endowment Fund
11:00 AM
Saturday, December 1, 2018
Greek Orthodox Church
of the Holy Cross, Belmont, California
$75 per person
call: 415-431-2600
email: office@sfphiloptochos.org
visit: www.sfphiloptochos.org



Your word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path. Psalm 119:105

Noble Firs
Nordmann Firs
Frasier Firs
Douglas Firs, and
Silver Tips
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by Mary Clay, Belmont Greek Festival 2018 Chair

Belmont Greek Festival 2018 – another Success!
Every year the we challenge ourselves to create new ideas and bring something new and exciting to the
Festival. We were able to accomplish this for the 2018 Festival.
 A new website with e-commerce abilities, giving us the ability to sell entry-tickets preFestival.
 This process also allowed us to collect data and email addresses from our guests. This
helps understand who attends our Festival and how to reach out to them in the future.
 The front gate restructured and increased entrance fees and omitted free entry on
Saturday and Monday between noon and 2 PM. This doubled our front gate revenue from
previous years, which drives profitability and goes directly to the bottom line.
 The Platia (where Agora used to be) was a huge success. I heard many people say that it
reminded of them of Greece – SUCCESS! There were many items offered like Frappe, a
Greek Yogurt Bar, Greek sodas, cheeses and more. This is a great beginning to building
on this year over year.
All efforts contributed to strong revenues and great hospitality. Revenues are up $27,000 compared to
2016. (Revenue from 2016 is a better comparison due to the extreme we had in 2017). Two booths more
than doubled their revenue – the front entrance and the wine booth. Congratulations to both areas for
executing great ideas and improvement year over year. Although, the books are not closed yet for 2018,
all in all our expenses remained fairly flat to last year, and our revenues increased.
We received more feedback from surveys this year than we have in the past. It included
everything from bring the Agora back to a very enjoyable time! Some noteworthy comments to learn
from: lines are long; accept cash; bring back more activities in the fun zone. On another note, other
feedback included: the food was great; keep up the good work; the Festival is very well set up; love the
church tour; music and performers great like always; very enjoyable time . . . and some direct quotes
below:

Thank you to an amazing community and all of you who work so tirelessly year after year to create
amazing memories and experiences.
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Thank you to the over 300 parishioners and parishioner families who have sent in their 2018 pledge
cards. If you haven’t done so yet, please send in your pledge. Use the pledge form and return envelope
that were sent to you in November 2017, or send in your Stewardship Pledge, Stewardship, and other
donations on‐line at our website. Visit www.goholycross.org and click on the “Stewardship 2018” banner
at the top. Thank you for your support of Holy Cross Church!
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