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The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Plagal Four)

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and
condescended to be buried for three days, so that from the
passions You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, O
Lord, glory be to You.

Apolytikion for Saint Stephen (Tone Four)

For the struggles you endured for Christ God, a royal diadem
crowns your head, O First Champion of Martyrs. For you
refuted the folly of the Jews and beheld your Savior on the
right of the Father. Ever beseech Him, therefore, for our
souls.

Apolytikion for the Elevation of the Holy Cross

(Tone One)

Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting
our rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Y our
commonwealth by Your Cross.

Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen klironomiansu,
nikas tis vasilevsi kata varvaran doroomenos, ke to son
feelaton, dia tu Stavru su, politevma.

Kontakion for the Transfiguration (Seventh Tone)

Y ou were transfigured upon the mount O Christ out God and
Your disciples, in so far as they could bear, beheld Your
glory. Thus, when they see You crucified they may
understand Your voluntary passion, and proclaim to the world
that You are truly the effulgence of the Father.
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The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians 3:9-17

Brethren, we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a
foundation, and another man is building upon it. Let each man take care how he
builds upon it. For no other foundation can any one lay than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw - each man's work will become manifest; for the
Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what
sort of work each one has done. If the work which any man has built on the
foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If any man's work 1s burned up, he
will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you
not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If any one
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and that
temple you are.

The Gospel is from Matthew 14:22-34

At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the
boat and go before him to the other side, while he ,
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed
the crowds, he went up into the hills by himself |
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, |
but the boat by this time was many furlongs |
distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for |
the wind was against them. And in the fourth |
watch of the night he came to them, walking on &
the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a [§*
ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But
immediately he spoke to them, saying "Take |
heart, it 1s I; have no fear."

And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you,
bid me come to you on the water." He said,
"Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but
when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save
me." Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "O man
of little faith, why did you doubt?" And when they entered the boat, the wind ceased.
And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." And
when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.




Saint of the Day — Finding the Relics
of Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

DT After the First Martyr had been stoned to death (see Dec.

| 27), Gamaliel, his teacher, encouraged certain of the
y Christians to go by night and take up the Saint's body and
bury it in his field, which was at a distance of some twenty
miles from Jerusalem and was called by his name, "Kaphar-
1 gamala," that is, "the field of Gamala," where Gamaliel
' himself was later buried. About the year 427, a certain pious
““4 man called Lucian, who was the parish priest of a church
near to that field, received from God a revelation in a dream
| concerning the place where the First Martyr was buried. He
~ immediately made this known to John, the Patriarch of
Jerusalem. Thus, coming to the place indicated, and digging there, they found a box
with the word "Stephen" in Aramaic letters. On opening it, they took these most
sacred relics and transferred them to Jerusalem with great honor and in the company
of a very great multitude of the faithful.

Saint of the Week — Sixtus of Athens

This Sixtus 1s known as "Sixtus II" (pope from 257 to 258) and
was martyred prior to St. Laurence, who is commemorated on 17
August 10, during the persecution of Christians by the Emperor |

Valerian. |




Saints of the Week — Holy Seven Youths of Ephesus
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The Seven Youths hid themselves in a certain cave near
Ephesus in the year 250, to escape the persecution of
Decius. By divine grace, a sleep came upon them and they
slept for 184 years, until the reign of Saint Theodosius the
Younger, when the doctrine of the resurrection was being
assailed by heretics. They then awoke, that is, were
resurrected, confirming in the sight of all the bodily
resurrection; and again after a short time, by divine
command, they reposed in the Lord in the year 434.
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Memorial Prayers

... are offered for the repose of the soul of Guy Salmas, marking nine years since
his passing; and, Sammy Onay, marking sixteen years. May our good and loving
God grant them a place in His Kingdom.




