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The Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great 
 
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Plagal One) 
As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, * so the Word, who 
was born from the Virgin for us. * Let us praise Him, O 
believers, and let us worship Him. * For our salvation He was 
pleased * to be crucified in the flesh, * and to undergo death, 
* and to resurrect the dead, by His glorious resurrection. 
 
Apolytikion for the Sunday of Orthodoxy (Tone Two) 
We venerate Your immaculate icon, O good Lord, and entreat 
You to forgive our offenses, O Christ our God. By Your own 
choice you were pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, to 
deliver us, whom You created, from our slavery to the foe. 
Therefore we cry to You with gratitude: You have filled all 
things with joy, O our Savior, by coming to save the world. 
 
Apolytikion for the Elevation of the Holy Cross (Tone 
One) 
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting 
our rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your 
commonwealth by Your Cross. 
 
Kontakion for the Theotokos (Plagal Four) 
Mighty Defender and Commander, I, your city sing hymns of 
thanksgiving for the victory ascribed to you. From all terrors, 
have you rescued me, Theotokos. I entreat you, for your 
power is invincible from all dangers that may threaten me, 
deliver me, that I may cry to you: "Hail to you, O ever-Virgin 
Bride." 
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The Epistle is from Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-40 
Brethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God 
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered abuse suffered for the 
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked to the reward. 

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets -- who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign enemies to flight. Women received 
their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they 
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even 
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were 
killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 
afflicted, ill-treated -- of whom the world was not worthy -- wandering over deserts 
and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 

And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they 
should not be made perfect. 
 
The Gospel is from John 1:43-51 
At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he 
found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
Philip found Nathanael, and he said to him, "We have 
found him of whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 
Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, "Behold, 
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" Nathanael said 
to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered him, 
"Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig 
tree, I saw you." Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered him, "Because I said 
to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than 
these." And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man." 



 
Saint of the Day – Eudokia the Martyr 

This Saint, who was from Heliopolis of Phoenicia 
(Baalbek  in present-day Lebanon), was an idolater and 
led a licentious life. Being beautiful beyond telling, she 
had many lovers, and had acquired great riches. Yet 
brought to repentance by a monk named Germanus, and 
baptized by Bishop Theodotus, she distributed to the poor 
all her ill-gotten gains, and entered a convent, giving 
herself up completely to the life of asceticism. Her former 
lovers, enraged at her conversion, her refusal to return to 
her old ways, and the withering away of her beauty 
through the severe mortifications she practiced, betrayed 
her as a Christian to Vincent the Governor, and she was 
beheaded, according to some, under Trajan, who reigned from 98 to 117, according 
to others, under Hadrian, who reigned from 117 to 138. 
 

Saint of the Week – Gerasimos of the Jordan 
This Saint, who was from Lycia in Asia Minor, lived there 
for many years as a hermit, and then went to Palestine. 
There he built the great Lavra by the Jordan River, where a 
lion served him with great obedience and devotion. One 
day the lion came looking for Gerasimus that he might 
feed him, but his disciples took the lion to the place where 
they had buried the Saint shortly before. The lion fell at the 
Saint's grave and, after roaring with grief, died at that very 
place. Saint Gerasimus reposed in 475. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Saint of the Week – Hesychios the Martyr 
Holy martyr Hesychius lived during the reign of king 
Maximian in 302. He was the first and the leader in 
the royal palace and the Senate, because he was 
magistrianus by office. When Maximian ordered that 
all Christians who were royal soldiers ought to be 
deprived of their belts (which were a sign of their 
royal merit) and live as civilians and without honour, 
many Christians preferred to live without any outward 
honour due to this illegal order than to be honoured 
and lose their soul. St. Hesychius was numbered with 
these Christians as well. When the king heard this, he 
ordered that the saint ought to be stripped of the 

expensive clothes, which he used to wear, and be dressed with a shabby mantle 
without sleeves woven from hair and to be as disgraced and disdained as to consort 
with women. 

When this had been carried out, the king invited him and asked him: "Aren't 
you ashamed, Hesychius, that you lost the honour and office of magistrianus and 
that you have been debased to this kind of life? Or maybe you don't know that the 
Christians, whose way of life you preferred, have no power to restore you to your 
previous great honour and office?" The saint replied: "Your honour, o king, is 
temporary but the honour and glory which Christ gives is eternal and without end." 
Because of these words the king got angry and ordered his men to tie a great 
millstone around the saint's neck and then to throw him in the middle of river 
Orontus, which lies in Coele Syria and which is commonly called Oronge. Thus, the 
blessed man received the crown of martyrdom from the Lord. 


