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The Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great 
 
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Vareis) 
By your cross you destroyed death, and opened paradise to 
the thief. You transformed the sorrow of the Myrrhbearers, 
and commanded the apostles to proclaim that you have risen 
from the dead, Christ our God, granting to the world great 
mercy. 
 
Apolytikion for the Elevation of the Holy Cross (Tone 
One) 
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting 
our rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your 
commonwealth by Your Cross. 
 
Kontakion for the Theotokos (Plagal Four) 
Mighty Defender and Commander, I, your city sing hymns of 
thanksgiving for the victory ascribed to you. From all terrors, 
have you rescued me, Theotokos. I entreat you, for your 
power is invincible from all dangers that may threaten me, 
deliver me, that I may cry to you: "Hail to you, O ever-Virgin 
Bride." 
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The Epistle is from Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:1-6 
BRETHREN, since we have a high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of 
men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with 
the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. Because of this 
he is bound to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And 
one does not take the honor upon himself, but he is called by God, just as Aaron 
was. So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was 
appointed by him who said to him, "Thou art my Son, today I have begotten thee"; 
as he says also in another place, "Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of 
Melchizedek." 
 
The Gospel is from Mark 8:34-38; 9:1 
The Lord said: "If anyone 
wishes to come after me, 
let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and 
follow me. For whoever 
would save his life will 
lose it; and whoever loses 
his life for my sake and the 
gospel's will save it. For 
what does it profit a man, 
to gain the whole world 
and forfeit his life? For 
what can a man give in 
return for his life? For 
whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels." And he said to them, "Truly, I say to you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with 
power." 
  



Saint of the Day – Agapios the Martyr  
and His Companions 

The holy Martyrs contested for piety's 
sake during the reign of Diocletian 
(284-305), when Urban was Governor 
of Caesarea of Palestine. When Urban 
had commanded that together with a 
heathen festival, certain condemned 
Christians be publicly cast to wild 
beasts, Timolaus, a native of Pontus, 
Dionysius of Tripolis in Phoenicia, 
Romulus of Diospolis, Plesius (or 

Paisius) and Alexander from Egypt, and another Alexander from Gaza, tied their 
own hands and presented themselves to Urban when the exhibition was about to 
begin, professing their faith in Christ; they were immediately cast into prison. A 
few days later Agapios and Dionysius also presented themselves. All were 
beheaded together at Caesarea. Their martyrdom is recorded by Eusebius (Eccl. 
Hist.,Book VIII, ch.3, called The Martyrs of Palestine). 
 

Saint of the Week – Alexios the Man of God 
Saint Alexis was born in old Rome of illustrious 
parents named Euphemianus and Aglais, and at their 
request was joined to a young woman in marriage. 
However, he did not remain with her even for one day, 
but fled to Edessa, where he lived for eighteen years. 
He returned to Rome in the guise of a beggar and sat at 
the gates of his father's house, unknown to all and 
mocked by his own servants. His identity was revealed 
only after his death by a paper that he had on his 
person, which he himself had written a little before his 
repose. The pious Emperor Honorius honoured him 
with a solemn burial. The title "Man of God" was 
given to him from heaven in a vision to the Bishop of 
Rome on the day of the Saint's repose. 


