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The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom 
 
The Apolytikion for Pentecost (Plagal Four) 
Blessed are You, O Christ our God, who made fishermen all 
wise, sending upon them the Holy Spirit and, through them, 
netting the world. O Loving One, glory to You. 
 
Kontakion for Pentecost (Plagal Four) 
When the Most High came down and confounded tongues of 
men at Babel, He divided the Nations. When He dispensed 
the Tongues of Fire, He called all to unity, and with one voice 
we glorify the Most Holy Spirit. 
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The Epistle is from Acts 2:1-11 
WHEN THE DAY of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now 
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed 
and wondered, saying, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontos and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God." 
 
The Gospel is from John 7:37-52; 8:12 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood 
up and proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let him come to 
me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture 
has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living 
water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, which those 
who believed in him were to receive; for as yet the 
Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified. 

When they heard these words, some of the people 
said, "This is really the prophet." Others said, "This is 
the Christ." But some said, "Is the Christ to come from 
Galilee? Has not the scripture said that the Christ is 
descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, 
the village where David was?" So there was a division among the people over him. 
Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

The officers then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, 
"Why did you not bring him?" The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this 
man!" The Pharisees answered them, "Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the 
authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the 
law, are accursed." Nikodemos, who had gone to him before, and who was one of 
them, said to them, "Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and 



learning what he does?" They replied, "Are you from Galilee too? Search and you 
will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee." Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, 
"I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life." 
 

Saint of the Day – Hermias the Martyr of Comana 
According to some, this Martyr strove in contest during the 
reign of Marcus Aurelius, also called Antoninus (161-180); 
according to others, it was in the reign of Antoninus Pius 
(138-161). Already an old man, the Saint was brought 
before Sebastian, Proconsul in Comana of Cappadocia, and 
because he would not renounce his confession of Christ, his 
tormentors showing no reverence to his grey hairs, broke 
his jaw, tore the flesh from his face, pierced his eyes with a 
sharp instrument, subjected him to many other torments, 
and finally, after three days of such torture, beheaded him. 
 
 

Saint of the Week – Nikiforos 
Saint Nicephorus was born in Constantinople about 
the year 758, of pious parents; his father Theodore 
endured exile and tribulation for the holy icons 
during the reign of Constantine Copronymus (741-
775). Nicephorus served in the imperial palace as a 
secretary. Later, he took up the monastic life, and 
struggled in asceticism not far from the imperial city; 
he also founded monasteries on the eastern shore of 
the Bosphorus, among them one dedicated to the 
Great Martyr Theodore. 

After the repose of the holy Patriarch Tarasius, 
he was ordained Patriarch, on April 12, 806, and in 
this high office led the Orthodox resistance to the Iconoclasts' war on piety, which 
was stirred up by Leo the Armenian. Because Nicephorus championed the 
veneration of the icons, Leo drove Nicephorus from his throne on March 13, 815, 
exiling him from one place to another, and lastly to the Monastery of Saint 
Theodore which Nicephorus himself had founded. It was here that, after glorifying 
God for nine years as Patriarch, and then for thirteen years as an exile, tormented 
and afflicted, he gave up his blameless soul in 828 at about the age of seventy. 


