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IDLE TALK
 Father Peter Salmas, Pastor

Teach me what I should say and how I should speak.
If it be Thy will that I make no answer,
Inspire me to keep silent in a spirit of peace
That causeth neither sorrow nor hurt to my fellow.

Starezt Silouan - Prayer at Daybreak

Recently, as Konstantine and I attended a Giants game, I became aware of
how much people chatter.  Yes, busy and disturbingly mindless chatter. Here
we are at a baseball game, America’s favorite pastime, and there is more
interest in where one parked the car or the new couch for the apartment than
in the game. And then, when it seems that everything extraneous has been
talked about and people should be ready to settle into the game…out come
the cell phones to call… someone else in the ballpark seated at the opposite
end, asking whether they can see them waving their hands over a distance of
a few thousand feet with 40 thousand other people waving, jumping up or
down for this or that.  The cell phone conversation ends for a brief moment of
silence and then…more chatter about everything that is without much sub-
stance or importance.

None of the conversations included world events, politics, or reli-
gion. Nothing said about California’s budget crunch or electrical and water
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Holy Cross Greek School

Dear Parents :

We hope you are having a wonderful summer. September is quickly
approaching and Greek School is just around the corner.

On Wednesday, September 18 from 4:15 to 6:00 PM there will
be an evaluation session for new Greek School students in Classroom
N-2. The evaluation will help us place your child in the appropriate
class with regards to their age and ability level. You may also register
your child for Greek School on this day, however we strongly encour-
age families register by mail. Simply complete the registration form
(center of Cross Currents) and return to Holy Cross Greek School in
the enclosed envelope.

The first day of Greek School is Wednesday, September 25.
Please plan on arriving at 4:10 PM, as Father Peter will conduct an
agiasmo (Blessing of the Waters) service for the students (parents are
invited to attend the agiasmo service as well.)  After the service, the
students will return to their classroom for the remainder of Greek School
and parents are invited to a welcoming coffee in The Oaks Room, spon-
sored by the PTO. Please come meet, greet and support the Greek School
PTO!

Sincerely, PTO Board
+ + +

Tuition (includes PTO membership) covers the entire academic year,
except for adult instruction, which is per semester.

Holy Cross
Member Non Member

First child $230 $280
Siblings $200 $260
Adults $180 per semester $230 per semester

(Adult instruction will begin the first Wednesday in October.)



needs.  Not a word about how our world has become so small that terrorism is
in our own backyard. And nothing at all about the Giants or the Diamond-
backs who were the main event in PacBell Park that night.  Konst and I de-
cided that baseball for many in attendance, at least for those sitting around us,
was not the most important priority of the night.

It is not as though we could avoid it.  We weren’t intentionally eaves-
dropping on the conversations, but they were right there in front of us and
behind us, to our left and to our right, just all around. Chatter…chatter…chatter.

Yes, chatter is talking but is it communicating.  Is it the kind of com-
munication that reflects our intellect and deserving our energy and the atten-
tion of others. Think about how much we chatter in the course of a day.  Then
think about your breathing, how you walk, and how often you blink…my
point? Most of us don’t think about how often we blink or the process of
walking, much less our breathing, although we would be very concerned if
breathing, walking or blinking were compromised in anyway.

Talking is almost as natural as breathing and blinking.  For some of
us it is as constant as a flowing streaming or babbling brook.  For others it is
just babbling chatter. Talking is one of the most significant ways we commu-
nicate with one another.  Some of us communicate with many words, others
with only a few. What we say and how we say it, for the most part, mirrors
our feelings and our thoughts regarding a myriad of ideas and emotions.
Talking is how we communicate with one another but our first communica-
tion was with our Creator. Talking is also how we communicate with God.

But God is all too often not on the receiving end of our communica-
tion. Instead we fill the hours of our lives with conversations about things
that are low on the most important priority list.  As Orthodox Christians we
are called to witness our faith to others. If we are to offer our faith and tradi-
tion to contemporary America, it begins with each of us individually.  Our
Lord said that we are the light of the world and the salt of the earth.  Both are
necessary for life. Both speak about spiritual realities. Both were given em-
phasis by our Lord and Creator and share an important message about our
communication…that it should be enlightened and enlightening and flavor-
ful, seasoned with intelligent thought and wise counsel.

But words have their greatest affect when offered in prayer.  For in
prayer our words, our talking, can bring about the change of souls as well as
bodies.  Words can heal the sick and even raise the dead.  Our words can
drive away demons and the evil that surrounds.  Because words are so pow-
erful, we need to be mindful of how we use them. Our conversations with
others can also do the same. Psalm 141:3 states the following truth, “Set a
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guard, O Lord, over my mouth, and a gate to contain my lips.”  Chanted in the
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts, these words offer a sober reminder of the
importance that every word, once released from our lips, can either build or
tear down, inspire or deflate.  Our Lord also reminds us that “it is not what
goes into a man’s mouth, but what comes out that condemns him.” (Matt.
15:11)

I am not suggesting that we not utter another word from this day
forward.  However, we should be very judicious with our words of communi-
cation.  Idle talk can be a devilish influence and should be avoided.  What we
must encourage is that our conversations with others be edifying and contain
thoughts that are not only pleasing to others but to God Himself. Humor has
its appropriate place in our daily expressions yet we should not forget that we
are bearers of His Name as Christians and our actions and words affect oth-
ers.

Let us remember that language is a means of communication and
that the words that begin and end each day should be words of thanksgiving
and praise to the Lord our God. It is our Christian calling that our words be
uplifting to others around us, tempered with love, instruction, kindness and
truth.  Offering forgiveness to those who may have harmed us, encourage-
ment to those under our care, love to those whom God has brought together
and strength to those weakened by the struggles that engulf us are ways that
our words can be well-used.

The Giants lost that night and in our miscommunication we exited at
the wrong train station, a little inconvenient for the two ladies who were
summoned to pick us up.  The art of communication is something we all need
to work on and one that needs our lifelong effort.  Recognizing the challenge
and where to begin is the important first step.

FILIA
by Tyke Stamates, President

Hi, enjoying your vacations? Making plans to travel? This is an exciting time
of the year and speaking of exciting times you should have been at our June
meeting.  We had a terrific “PINK ELEPHANT SALE”

Tony Sperow rode the Pink Elephant as our Auctioneer and just as
he was falling off his koumbara Lorraine jumped on and pulled him back up
and together rode to a successful auction and a record sales of over $130.
Good job!
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sPIrITuAL rEFLECTIon
“I will meditate on Your commandments, and contemplate Your ways.” -Ps. 119:15

SAINTS PETER & PAUL - June 29
The Apostle Peter was brought to Jesus by his brother, the Apostle Andrew, the first called.
His name had been Simon, but Jesus called him Peter, which means rock from the Greek,
“petra.”  He said, “Thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build My church.”  He was at
Jesus’ side throughout His ministry.  He saw Him walk on water and multiply the loaves.  He
saw the Resurrection.  Though he denied Jesus three times, he became a fearless and powerful
preacher.  His first teaching after Pentecost converted 3,000.  He preached in Palestine, Asia
Minor, Italy, Samaria, Caesaria, Joppa, and Lydia.  He became the first Bishop of Antioch.
He could heal the sick and raise the dead.  Even his shadow could heal.  He, Paul, and Barnabas
pulled Jerusalem out of a famine.  A nemesis of his was Simon the Magician, a servant of the
devil and friend to Emperor Nero.  He defeated Simon, but Nero had Peter crucified.  He went
joyfully and asked that he be crucified upside down, as he saw himself unworthy to die as his
Master had.  The end of Nero’s life was suicide.

The Apostle Paul, who had avowed to wipe out belief in Jesus Christ, authored
almost half of the 27 books of the New Testament.  He was the apostle largely responsible for
the solid inception and growth of Christianity.  Jesus, Himself, converted this Pharisee en
route to Damascus for his deadly mission.  He was a brilliant speaker and writer, with the zeal
to teach the new religion throughout the ancient eastern world.  He became known as “The
Apostle to the gentiles.”  Jesus Christ had become so much a part of him that he said, “I live,
yet not I but Christ lives in me.”  He worked toward a union between Christians and Jews in
Jerusalem and was almost killed for it.  He tried for two years to develop Rome as a base from
which to spread Christianity.  Though he did produce his pastoral letters there, he was be-
headed by Nero at the same time that Peter was crucified.

“Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender
heart and a humble mind.  Do not return evil for evil or reviling for reviling; but on the
contrary bless, for to this you have been called, that you may obtain a blessing.  For ‘He that
would love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speak-
ing guile; let him turn away from evil and do right; let him seek peace and pursue it.  For the
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer.  But the face of
the Lord is against those that do evil.’”
     -1 Peter 3:8-12

“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another
with brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Never flag in zeal, be aglow
with the Spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality.  Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; never be
conceited.  Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  If
possible, so far as it depends upon you, live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never avenge your-
selves, but leave it to the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay,’
says the Lord.  Therefore, ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink;
for by so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.’  Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.”
     -Romans 12:9-21
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I would like to remind everyone that Mr. & Mrs. Club became FILIA
or Friendship Club so those that are single would feel better in joining.  So
come one come all, have some fun because, “its ALL right.” Dues are $15
per couple or $7.50 per person.

PHILoPToCHos GEnErAL MEETInG
by Helene Nemchik

After a brief meeting and a Philoptochos calendar update Father Michael
Rymer and Bob Nemchik gave a very informative presentation on HIV/
AIDS.  The presentation began with a very moving video about a Greek
family touched by AIDS.  This family, told from the point of view of the
mother was like any family you might know. AIDS can and does happen to
anyone.  However, with all the modern medicine and technology the disease
has somehow lost it’s impact.  People are living longer with less visible signs
of death.  We are wrong to think that this is not a serious disease or a threat to
us.  The largest numbers of new cases in the United States are people under
25.  Of that women and children are the largest percentage. In other countries
the virus is on the rise.  Africa, for one has lost a whole generation of teens to
AIDS due to lack of education and proper medicine.  The only way to combat
this disease is through the education of our children.

The San Francisco Diocese HIV/AIDS Ministry is striving to help in
that process with training manuals for our priests, brochures about commun-
ion and presentations to our young seminarians at Holy Cross.  The Philopto-
chos can help this ministry through donations of time and money.  Also plans
are underway for educational seminars for our teens stressing abstinence as
the only sure way of preventing the contraction of the HIV/AIDS virus.

Father Michael
Rymer and Bob
Nemchik

�
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Perhaps the timing for this presentation, in light of the Sept. 11
terrorist’s attacks was not  good.  Many of the usual Philoptochos members
were not in attendance.  However, a very small but supportive group was
there.  We are grateful for the dedication of Father Michael and Bob Nemchik
to this very worthy Ministry and thank them for their time in presenting this
information to us. Knowledge is Power.

Our next General Meeting will be in early 2002.  Please be sure to
check the Philoptochos calendar to see where you might fit in to help with
our many special events.  Call me any time - Helene Nemchik 345-2719.

+ + + + +
Philoptochos congratulates the recipients of this year’s Church and Commu-
nity Service Awards.

Announcing a Philoptochos Tea to Benefit

THE VErY rEVErEnD
Dr. LEonIDAs C. ConTos FELLLoWsHIP
Saturday, September 21 at 1:00 PM

The Church of the Holy Cross was blessed to have Father Leon Contos with
us from 1979 to 1988.  He remains an educational icon of our Church.  He
embodied what living a true Christian life means.  All those who met him
remember his grace, intellect, wit and warmth.  Father Leon was Dean of

        At the June
awards cer-
emony were (left
to right)
V a n e s s a
C r a i g h e a d ,
Andie Milanos,
A l e x a n d r a
N e m c h i k ,
K a t h e r i n e
Loukianoff, and
A s h l e y
Brenner.  Cake-
adverse were
Jimmy Culores
and Justin
Lianides.

�

Cross Currents - page 7page 18 - Cross Currents



Saint Sophia Cathedral from1951 to1965 and President of Hellenic College
from 1966 to1972.  His mastery of both the English and Greek languages
made him an outstanding translator of liturgical texts and Father Leon was
the official Patriarchal translator for Dimitrios’ I visit to America.  With a
PhD from Oxford University and several honorary doctorates, he came to
Belmont to continue his pastoral work.  He brought to our parish a strong
sense of stability and Christian purpose.  His sermons are regarded as some
of the most articulate and insightful.  He was truly a scholar and a gentleman,
a proud father, grandfather and loving husband.  His leadership, quiet yet
strong, allowed for lay leaders in our parish to grow.  He pointed the way
with a firm yet gentle hand.  He was the consummate teacher. Understanding
the importance of education within our Church, Father Leon became the first
President of the Patriarch Athenagoras Institute at the Graduate Theological
Union in Berkeley, California and was honored as the Alex G. Spanos Pro-
fessor of Orthodox Studies there.

The Philoptochos, too, sees the support of educational endeavors as
one its main focuses.  For the Church to survive, the faithful must be knowl-
edgeable in their religion.  In that vein, the Philoptochos established the Very
Reverend Dr. Leonidas C. Contos Fellowship.  This monetary award is pre-
sented to a graduate student(s) who has attained educational excellence, is
pursuing graduate studies and has displayed Christian values working within
a church community.  The award is possible through an endowment in Father
Leon’s memory.  To be able to offer this award this year, the Philoptochos is
sponsoring a tea to raise the needed funds.

Please join the members of the Philoptochos at the home of Virginia
and James Lagiss on Saturday, September 21.  Mrs. Lagiss is graciously
opening her home to all of us as we celebrate Father Leon’s memory by
supporting something he valued very deeply, higher education.

AsK MAX
by Max the Office Rabbit

LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS - In the last issue, I QUOTED, yes
QUOTED, a question that the office usually starts getting at the beginning of
the calendar year - “Q. When is Greek Easter?”  Since that “Ask Max”
came out, I’ve been bombarded with letters (okay . . . TWO) berating me for
calling Easter “Greek” Easter.  I know “Easter” is “Easter” - I was  quoting
what people ask when they call the office.  By the way, it’s even funnier
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In Kyria Erma’s and Kyria Eleni’s first
level classes, students wrote these
small essays.



when non-Orthodox humans call asking why YOUR
Easter is different than OURS - how parochial.

MY QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Q. What do you do with Windex?
A. I don’t believe in the stuff . . . If I had windows,

I’d clean them with a 1/4 mixture of vinegar and
water.

APOLOGY OF THE MONTH
I am sorry this editon of “Ask Max” is so skimpy.
Visitors to the office know that I’ve been shedding of late and I am com-
pletely drained.  I promise a meatier edition next time.  Don’t forget to write!

Max will entertain any question submitted on clean, natural, carrot pulp-
based paper written with low-salt, soy-based ink . . . or e-mail him at
askmax@goholycross.org.

Ahhh . . . Summertime!
Summer is finally here!  Schools are out, graduation parties are happening,
the warm weather has arrived, and friends and family are going on vacation.
Summer is the time to take a break from everything, right?  Not necessarily!
Many people think that summer is even a time to take a break from church.
No more Sunday School, no more youth groups, no more basketball, dance
group practices are a little more lazy, the perfect time to take time off from
church.  However, God doesn’t take a break from us during the summer, so
why would we take a break from Him?

YOUTH CURRENTS
JULY/AUGUST 2002 edition

Grow in the Grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
                              2 Peter 3:18
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News from the Office of Education
Three and a half years have passed from the time the Counselor for Greek
Education, Dr. Yiannis Mavromatis and Mrs. Eleni Mellou-Mavromatis,
arrived in the city of San Francisco and the new office was established.  Now
their term to this office has come to an end.

Throughout this time they have done an outstanding job supporting,
helping and inspiring the Greek schools of the Western States and it’s teach-
ers.  We all are very thankful for their contributions and wish them the best
for the future.

As a small token of appreciation, our school presented them with a
plaque at a reception given to honor them at the Church of the Holy Trinity.

We hope that the new counselor will continue the programs in provid-
ing the support and help needed to our Greek Schools.



The relationship we have with God is a continuous relationship, grow-
ing in faith and understanding.  Just as we keep in contact with our friends all
year long, so we should be in the presence of God all year long.  You don’t
want God to miss out on all the things you will be doing this summer, and you
don’t want to miss out on all the things God has to teach you this summer.
Think about what happens at the beginning of school each year – you forgot
all the things you learned last year, because you didn’t do any studying dur-
ing the summer.  So it is with our faith, if we miss out for a period of time, it
takes time to catch up to where we were when we left.

Summertime is perhaps the best time to make time for church, be-
cause it is exactly time that we have.  Our weeks are not so crammed will all
the other activities that might otherwise prevent us from coming to church.
As Fr. Michael Rymer said in his sermon on June 9th, we must follow the
Commandments of God, and keep the Sabbath holy.  Even during the sum-
mer, it is important to set aside one day to spend with God, our family and
friends.  Since we normally have more time during the summer, it makes
more sense to spend some of that time with God.

Some of the best experiences on the trips I have taken are going to
the local churches for Sunday Divine Liturgy.  Seeing various churches
throughout the world, and the people in worship, is truly a witness to the one
Orthodox Faith that is the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.  Al-
though languages and local traditions may be different, it is the same service,
and I was able to become a part of the community in worship and praise of
God.  So when going on vacation, try and find the local Orthodox Church and
attend services.  You can find them by going to the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocesan website, or by calling the church office.

Summer is the time for rest and relaxation, time for vacations and
barbeques.  But we don’t take a break from everything in our lives.  God’s
love and care for us extends year round, and our response to that love should
continue all year long.  We wouldn’t want God to take a vacation from us, so
why would we think it is OK to take a vacation from Him?  During the sum-
mer, while all our other activities are on hold, make an effort to concentrate a
little more on God, now that we have the time to do so.
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to take this opportunity to thank all of them for their time, talent and efforts.
Many thank you’s are extended to our Reverend Father Peter and the

church staff in our Parish who assisted us every week to make our program
possible.

Our sincere thanks also go to the parents and families for their support
and cooperation and for bringing their children to the school every Wednes-
day, to the very dedicated and energetic PTO officers Alexandra
Koutsogeorgas, Anthia Giotinis, Toula Tsakonakis and Mary Vasiliadis
and all those parents who worked hard helping out with every need and dur-
ing our school functions.  A noteworthy accomplishment of this year’s PTO
was the creation of a children’s Greek video library.

This year our students participated in many events.  Last October our
church hosted OXI Day and our students recited patriotic poems.  In Decem-
ber, they sang Greek carols at the Community Christmas Program.

For Greek Letters week in January, they learned New Year’s songs
and held a t-shirt contest, displaying their artistic talents.  At this time Father
Peter and the school recognized teacher and coordinator Theodora
Kounalakis for her tireless efforts and continued help to the students.
Theodora and past PTO officer, Helene Nemchik, were honored with an
icon of the Three Hierarchs.

Celebrating Greek Independence Day in March, our students presented
a patriotic program while the PTO offered a successful luncheon.

May classes started with a fun outing to the bowling alley a
nd continued with many efforts to conclude the academic year and prepare
for the Graduation ceremonies.  The students recited poems and sang songs
and received their certificates from Father Peter and their teachers.  Hors
d’oeuvers, cake and refreshments were served at the end.  It was a wonderful
event with many people in attendance.  We wish everyone a healthy, safe and
enjoyable summer - KALO KALOKAIRI !

Examinations to get certificates
We are very excited to announce that on May 15, five candidates from our
school participated in the examinations to obtain an official certificate of
competence in Modern Greek.  They are : Katerina Kalaitzidis, Maria
Kalogerias, Nicholas and Charlie Skourtis and Vassilis Angelopoulos -
KALI EPITUCHIA SAS PAIDIA.
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YOUTH GROUPS
HOPE - The HOPE youth group (ages 5 - 8) was “walking the path”
through Lent with special projects to help us understand the meaning of Eas-
ter.  At our April meetings, we created a Lenten Cross, adorned with flowers
reminding us of the steps to take in our journey through Lent.  We followed
up by tossing raw eggs in a bucket to see what kind of mess they made.  We
allowed the eggs to represent ourselves before Lent.  Then we noted that by
the end of Lent (Easter), the eggs would be hard-boiled and not so messy
when cracked.  That reminded us that by following the “Lenten Path,” we too
would be stronger and closer to God by Easter.  To celebrate God’s love, our
assistant, Jason Craighead, brought in his frog, Bob, and we learned that
indeed God works in wonderful and mysterious ways.  We thought about
Psalm 23 and created fuzzy sheep to remind us that God is our Shepherd.
The children of HOPE wish our Holy Cross Community a joyous and glori-
ous Easter!

JOY - The Junior Orthodox Youth (JOY) made Easter baskets for the
elderly during their April meetings, and they have planned a day to “Renew
the Zoo,” when all the youth groups will help out at the SF Zoo in their
“Renew the Zoo” program.  For more information, call Alesia Panagiotides
at 342-2496.

GOYA – The GOYAn's ended the year with a big bang. We had a deli-
cious end-of-the year barbecue, that was prepared by Corey Chidester and
Niko Taptelis. The hamburgers were awesome and so were the sausages.
Then, we had, our end-of-the year trip. This year we had the pleasure of
Father Peter joining us, together with Fr. Jon and the Modesto GOYAn's,
and Fr. Chris and his group from Roseville. We took off 6 AM Monday
morning to meet up with the Modesto group at their church. Then, we all left
for Magic Mountain.  We stopped on the way down and met up with Fr. Chris
before we hit the "Grapevine". We arrived at Magic Mountain for a day of
rides and fun. After Magic Mountain, we took off for our Hotel and those
who were still hungry took off for "Tommy's", for chili burgers. Next morn-
ing, we got up for Disneyland, but not before going out for a delicious break-
fast. We spent the whole day at Disneyland and left about 11 PM. Again,
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Greek School News
by Vaso Tonas

2001 – 2002 was a good year with lots of learning and many activities for our
students, who we hope gained a deeper appreciation of Greek language, cul-
ture and heritage.

Teachers who taught the classes this year were Roula Argiris, Eleni
Artsitas, Kleon Skourtis, Eleni Gialopsou, Erma Najjar, Kostas
Kalaitzidis, George Kounalakis, Ilias Frangos, our newest teacher, and
Maria Frangos for the adult class.  Two graduate students, Katerina
Kalaitzidis and Maria Kalogerias were the teachers’ helpers.  I would like

tomb.  And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain...”

5.  Paul and Silas (See Acts 16:25)     “About midnight Paul and Silas were
praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening
to them.”
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after Disneyland, those interested went to "Tommy's" for more chili burgers.
Next morning we got up for another great breakfast and took off for St.
Anthony's Greek Orthodox Church, in Pasadena.  We were shown the beau-
tiful church and we had a chance to ask questions about the church building
and iconography. Then, we headed for home. We made one more stop for
food before parting ways. It was a great three days of fun and fellowship.  We
all look forward to doing it again next year and visiting another parish. See
you all in September for another great year.

P.S.  Simon you missed a great time. (We still can't believe you chose to go
with Stephanie to Bora Bora on your honeymoon and not come to Disneyland
with us...)

BIBLE TRIVIA
(See if you can find these in the Bible before you look at the answers!)

1.  Who fell dead after he had lied about a property deal?
2.  What dressmaker was restored to life by Peter’s prayers? 

3.  After Jesus’ crucifixion, who dared to ask Pontius Pilate for Jesus’
body?

4.  Where did Mary Magdalene first meet angels? 
5.  What two prisoners sang hymns in prison at midnight?

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. Ananias - (See Acts 5:1-5) “But a man named Ananias with his wife

Sapphira sold a piece of property, and with his wife’s knowledge he kept
back some of the proceeds, and brought only a part and laid it at the
Apostles’ feet.  But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart
to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land? 
While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?  And after it was
sold, was it not at your disposal?  How is it that you have contrived this
deed in your heart?  You have not lied to men but to God.’  When Ananias
heard these words, he fell down and died...”

2. Tabitha (also known as Dorcas) - (See Acts 9:36-41) “ . . . N o w
there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which means Dorcas.  She
was full of good works and acts of charity.  In those days she fell sick and
died; and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there,
sent two men to him entreating him, ‘Please come to us without delay.’ 
So Peter rose and went with them.  And when he had come, they took him
to the upper room.  All the widows stood beside him weeping, and show-
ing tunics and other garments which Dorcas made while she was with
them.  But Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed;
then turning to the body he said, ‘Tabitha, rise.’  And she opened her
eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.  And he gave her his hand and
lifted her up...”  

3. Joseph of Arimathea (See Mark 15:43) “...Joseph of Arimathea, a
prominent council member, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of
God, coming and taking courage went in to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus...”

4. At the Sepulcher (See John 20:11-12)       “...But Mary stood outside by
the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the

Father Peter, Father Jon, the GOYAns and family and
friends at Disneyland earlier this summer.  Despite the
resemblance, that is not Simon in the yellow fleece.
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