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Our Struggle to
Personhood-Sainthood
by Father Peter G.. Salmas, Pastor

The following is taken from Archimandrite Vasileios’ book,
“ The Saint:Archetype of Orthodoxy.”  The challenge to-
day is to live our lives giving glorification to our Creator, for this is our real
purpose.  How we come to terms with this is our daily lives will be reflected
in our decision and action. It may appear to be a taunting quest but, as your
priest I can tell you that “all is possible with God, hence if we chose to
connect to God, that which Saint James states in his letter will be realized.
“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”  It is with this in mind that
I encourage each of us to make all of our time God’s time.

What is deification?  Deification is the end and purpose of man’s
existence.  Man has no other reason for existing.  Today there is much dis-
cussion regarding various philosophies and what they want man to become:
economic man, modern man, post-modern man, pre-modern man…But what
is the point of being modern or post-modern when death is waiting to swal-
low us up?  The is for death to be transcended—and this is what deification
means.  This is the reason why God created man in His image and likeness.
This is the reason why, after the Fall, God cared for man and waited for his
return.  And we must be grateful to the Mother of God who raised human
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nature to the point where it could not only receive god and bear Him within
itself, but could actually bring for God and give birth to Him.  The Son of
God came, and became the Son of Man.  He counts us worthy to have back
all those potentialities we had lost, provided we desire to approach God.

Now we live, we go about our daily affairs, we repent.  As Scripture
says, no one is without sin, even if he lives only one day.  Take the case of
the Publican: the Publican had his own sins, a small child has its own sensi-
tivity.  If only we had the sensitivity of a small child or the contrition of the
Publican.

So we go on with our spiritual life: we struggle, we repent, we seek
God’s mercy, we exercise patience.  And as we exercise patience in our dis-
cipline of asceticism, humility and love, at some moment something hap-
pens.  Again as Saint Isaac says, “suddenly”, “without your knowledge”,
“without external cause”, “unexpectedly”, something happens within you.

You radiate a joy, an exultation, a gladness. Puzzled, you say: This is not
something of my own. And yet it has been given to you.  Why? Because God
is supreme in goodness.  But you say: But I didn’t deserve it!  I should have
been punished! And then you understand why Saint Isaac says that God is
not just, He is unjust.  Why? Well, if He were just, He would have burnt us
all to ashes.  And you remember the Abba saying that God is fearful not
because of His power but because of His love.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
by Gary Brenner, Parish Council President

My first term on the Parish Council was in 1994 and Jenny
Hatzopoulos was President.

Jenny was very talented as a cook, a seamstress
and most of all as a leader of men (and women). As president she was in-
volved in every detail of every event which the Parish Council sponsored.

Jenny was just the leader that Holy Cross needed in 1996 to cel-
ebrate our 40th Anniversary. We were planning three consecutive nights of
events and it would require precision planning to insure that we could ex-
ecute these events culminating in a Gala Dinner Dance. Holy Cross deliv-
ered flawlessly with Jenny’s leadership and flair. She always insisted that a
Holy Cross event would be a “classy affair” and we never compromised her
lofty standards during her tenure.

We now plan to celebrate our 50th Anniversary culminating in our
Gala Dinner Dance at the Westin Hotel on December 29th this year. I have an
expectation that leaders of our parish and our many talented and dedicated
parishioners will again deliver an event that Jenny Hatzopoulos will be proud
of.

I was privileged and honored to be a part of the 2006 Philoptochos
Fashion Show.

It was also a “classy affair” and it is probably the best food and
entertainment value provided by any Orthodox Parish in Northern Califor-
nia.

The owners of the dress shop who provided this year’s fashions com-
mented as we were packing the dresses away that “your church really knows
how to put on a Fashion Show!” I agree and kudos to all of the ladies of
Philoptochos. I don’t think anyone will complain if you raise your 10 year
old ticket price above $40.00!!

A parishioner attending the Food Festival at a church in San Jose
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recently overheard a customer say that they enjoyed the Festival but they
wanted to know when “their” favorite festival in Belmont would be”.

We at Holy Cross have a reputation for having the best food of any
festival. It is not surprising because we have some very talented and dedi-
cated cooks and everything is made from “scratch”. Thank you to Jenny
Kalaitzidis and all of the ladies (and men) who dedicate their time and tal-
ent in the summer months preparing for our Festival. Please volunteer your
time and talent to insure that we maintain our position and reputation as the
best festival in Northern California.

As we approach our Festival and the signature event of our 50th An-
niversary I pray for the success of these events.

I know that with the help of our loyal and talented parishioners that
we will continue to provide quality events for the glory of our Lord and
Savior.

MEMORY LANE 8
-- 50 YEARS AGO
by Ella Stamates, 50th Anniversary Committee

A strong foundation had been laid by the parishioners of
the Church of the Holy Cross throughout the 1960’s under the leadership of
Father Steven Katsaris.  In the early 1970’s, we saw two changes in pastors;
Father Philip Koutoufas from October of 1971 to December of 1972, and
Father Alex Fasoulas from December 1972 to June 1974.

The arrival of Father George Stevenson (6/74 to 10/79) in 1974 re-
vitalized the parish and expanded its membership to 400 families. In the
light of this new growth, the General Assembly, in the fall of 1975, man-
dated the Parish Council to present preliminary plans to the membership for
a much needed Community Center and classroom complex.  The parish once

again entered a Building Fund Campaign and, in 1978, the present Commu-
nity Center and classrooms complex were completed.

The Very Reverend Leonidas Contos assumed duties of Pastor from
October 1979 to August 1988.  In September of 1983, the long-awaited con-
secration was celebrated with His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos and His
Grace Anthony.  A weekend was planned in recognition of the contributions
of many, especially the founders of the community.  Three members were
recognized for their long service to the church and the office of Archon of
the Patriarchate of Constantinople was conferred upon them.  Father Contos
was also honored and elevated to the office of Archimandrite by His Emi-
nence.

For the next 5 years, the parish continued to grow and strengthen its
spiritual base.  Father Leon’s wisdom and experience had a stabilizing influ-
ence on the community.  Father Leon’s artistic and administrative talents left
an indelible imprint on this community with the creation of our distinctive
church logo and the introduction of the church newsletter, Cross Currents.
With the arrival of Father Constantine Pappademos in June of 1986, the
youth ministries began to witness a resurgence.

For the first time since the building of the Church, landscaping plans
were initiated and the facility began to take on a park-like atmosphere, se-
rene and conducive to mediation and prayer.  During Father Leon’s pastor-
ate, the parish continued to grow to 550 families.

SPECIAL NOTE :  We are interested in including the personal memories of
parishioners over these past 50 years.  It might be a sacrament, a church
event, a committee you’ve served on, a project you were a part of or a spe-
cial contribution someone in your family made.  Please feel free to call Ella
Stamates at 369-9825 with your story for MEMORY LANE.

50TH ANNIVERSARY GIFT
During Holy Week, all Holy Cross parishioners received a beautiful bro-
chure inviting them to celebrate our 50th Anniversary and offer a special gift
to the Church at this occasion. The brochure includes the schedule of 50th
Anniversary events and copies of photos and newspaper articles from the
early days of the Church.

Your gift may come in any size and be dedicated to any good pur-
pose of the Church. Your generous gift at this time will help assure that we

50th Anniversary
“as for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord”  Joshua 24:15
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can continue to deliver the high-quality services and programs to which we
have all become accustomed and meet the needs of our ever-growing parish.

We hope all parishioners will participate in this giving opportunity.
Each gift will be acknowledged promptly, and the donating family will re-
ceive a “thank you gift” commensurate with the level of their giving. See the
brochure for more details.

Since the original solicitation, we have received gifts from almost
111 families totaling over $80,000. Many thanks to the following families:

So, please make your gift soon so you can obtain those “At the Hop”
tickets!! If you have not received your brochure, please contact the Church
Office immediately. If you have any questions about the giving program,
please contact Chris Canellos at 529-0180.

CALLING ALL PHOTOS!
As part of Holy Cross 50th Anniversary celebrations, we would like to create
a photo archive of the many moments, both large and small, that have taken
place at our church. We would like to create a pictorial record of the bap-
tisms, weddings, chrismations, and other sacraments that have taken place at
our church. We would also like to see pictures of the many events that have
taken place at our church.  We also want pictures from all of the organiza-
tions in the church.

If you have photos of any of these events or occasions that have
taken place at our church, please send or bring them to the church office. We
are asking that all photos be clearly labeled with a post-it note. The note
should state the people in the photo and the name of the event and/or orga-
nization and the date. Please place pictures in a letter size envelope (9" x
12") to ensure that they will be returned to you. Please label the envelope
Holy Cross Photo Archive, 50th Anniversary with RETURN: your name.

Please take the time to send these photos.  They will be an invalu-
able part of our church’s 50th Anniversary celebrations this year and for al-
ways.

50th ANNIVERSARY
PHOTO DIRECTORY
Still would like to take your family photo for the Church of the Holy Cross
50th Anniversary photo directory?

Other local parishes are currently working with Olan Mills for their
parish directories.  It may be possible to arrange to have your family’s photo
taken at another church.  If you would like to try to schedule a photo session,
contact Holy Cross parishioner Jim Smith at 261-9208 and we will attempt
to get your family a sitting with Olan Mills.

SUNRISE,
SON RISE
by Chris Canellos, Parish Council

School’s out for the Summer! Funny, that used to have a more pleasant ring
to it, but you can only do so many sports camps and swimming lessons with
the kids. Before you doom your child’s mind to yet another hour in front of
the television or video game, let me offer a wholesome alternative, a sum-
mer reading list with emphasis on our faith and values.

Let’s start with fundamentals, like The Bible itself. The Orthodox
Study Bible is a readable translation of the New Testament and the Psalms. It
is very well annotated and devotes additional pages to Feastdays, Sacra-
ments and other Orthodox concepts. After reading this text, you will have
experienced The Bible from an Orthodox perspective. Younger children (early
readers through middle school) will enjoy The Children’s Illustrated Bible
(Hastings & Thomas) with bite-sized summaries of key parts of both the Old
and New Testaments, beautifully illustrated and annotated. Toddlers will
love The Beginner’s Bible (Zondervan). The whole family will enjoy Tomie
de Paola’s Book of Bible Stories, Parables of Jesus and Miracles of Jesus.

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS



to know. And de Paola’s Clown of God is a must-read, teaching us about
sharing, persistence and the rise and fall of our lives.

Many of these books are available at our Church bookstore. If not,
you can find them at local bookstores and on the Internet. Happy reading!
I’m sure you’ll even learn a few new things along the way.

IT’S TIME
TO ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES…
GREEK FESTIVAL 2006 is coming soon and the committees are forming
and actively planning for a wonderful, exciting, well organized Festival. Co-
chairs Bob Nemchik and Peter Bibbes thank everyone who has worked so
hard over the past years to insure the continuous success of our festivals.
They welcome and encourage everyone to get involved once again.

The first order of business is to set the calendar for cooking. Lucky
for us, Jenny Kalaitzidis is chairing this area and in the process of seeking
cooking chairs for all the delicious dishes made in our parish.  Not only is it
important to have a great chair of each food item; but, it is a necessity to
have strong, talented people to work with each chair.  People come to eat
heartily and to celebrate Greek culture; and, so all of our food committees
are extremely important in reaching the goal of providing superb cuisine.
Please join Jenny in this effort by calling her at 261-9168.  She looks for-
ward to the participation of many and you are all appreciated immensely for
the unselfish efforts put forth that benefit our church community.

 . . . and then there’s the AGORA…

. . . famous for its unique character of offering every imaginable item one
can find in someone’s home of good quality, good taste, usefulness, practi-
cality and so much more. It is like a White Elephant sale where everything is
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Add in videos and books from the
VeggieTales series as well.

We then turn to books fo-
cusing on the Orthodox faith.
God’s Bubbly, Gurgly, Over-
whelming, Overflowing Love (Pa-
ppas/Boutzarelos) is a great
bridge between The Bible and
Orthodox teachings, because it
summarizes God’s plan for man’s
salvation in terms that a pre-schooler can understand. Fr. Coniaris’ Let’s Take
a Walk Through Our Orthodox Church should be read and discussed at home
and then brought to Church, so that the child can connect the concepts in the
book to Church surroundings. An Orthodox Treasury of Stories for Young
and Old (Hronas) would be a nice text for a family reading time. Stories
include the life of St. Catherine, the Easter flame at the Holy Sepulchre and
many parables that bring home important values. Twelve Great Feasts for
Children is a collection of 12 booklets, each devoted to a Feastday. Nicely
illustrated, it begins with the Dismissal Hymn of the Feastday and includes
an inspirational verse that captures the spirit of the day. A great way to keep
the Orthodox calendar in your home! Next stop: August 6 and Transfigura-
tion. Put on the CD, O Gladsome Light, by EIKONA and bring many of the
Church hymns into your home.

Children need heroes to emulate, and who better than the saints. The
Story of Mary, the Mother of God (Papademetriou) is a lovely volume for
toddlers and early readers. North Star: St Herman of Alaska (Papademetriou),
The Boy, The Kitchen and His Cave: St. Euphrosynos (Contopoulos) and
Tomie de Paola’s stories of St. Patrick, St. Francis and St. Christopher are
further examples that are sure to inspire your youngster. There are several
books about the life of St. Nicholas, but I’ll save those for Christmastime.

As parents, we all struggle to inculcate our children with our values.
God’s Wisdom for Little Boys and God’s Wisdom for Little Girls (George)
present our values in a beautifully illustrated format complete with scrip-
tural references. William Bennett has two anthologies, The Children’s Book
of Virtues and The Children’s Book of Home and Family. He has gathered
stories from many traditions about honesty (George Washington and the cherry
tree), patience and helpfulness. Lynne Cheney offers America: A Patriotic
Primer spotlighting elements of the American nation that all children need

page 8 - Cross Currents
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like new and it’s one of the bit hits of the Festival not to mention a great
money maker.  It’s time to begin gathering the overflow in your homes and
putting them aside for the Agora.  Items you may include are books, dishes,
glasses, trays, metalware, flatware, decorative items, holiday trims of all
kinds, tablecloths, napkins, placements, doilies, dolls, jewelry, lamps, bowls,
toys in excellent condition and more.  Items NOT to bring include clothes,
shoes, upholstered furniture, blinds, large exercise equipment, hardwired
lighting or electronics equipment, computers, broken or torn items and those
things that are not in good condition.  If you have questions about the appro-
priateness of household belongings or furniture in good condition, please
call Mary Peros at 347-6910.  Contributions will be accepted as of July 1.
Thanks ahead for all you do.

Volunteers Needed
for Dining Room!
Guess how many meals are served in the dining room during the three-day
Festival period?

If you guessed around 10,000 meals, you are correct!
I will be calling the volunteers who have helped in the past, but

some may not be able to assist this year.  In any case, we need more volun-
teers.  We hope you can help. It really is a lot of fun, and you will bond with
great people!

Dr. Tanya Spirtos mother, Alexandra Capraro, assists in chairing
the dining room every year, so if she is willing to fly in from Southern Cali-
fornia, how about your call to service?  You are not only helping to serve our
guests, but you are also serving your church.

Please call Jenny Cladis at 854-0499 for your hours.
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OUR BEAUTIFUL GROUNDS . . .
by Ella Stamates, Parish Council

Every time I come to Holy Cross, I can’t help but notice the beautiful bloom-
ing flowers outlining the grass area in front of the church and in front of the
office in planter boxes and urns.  Then I remember that they were planted by
our children during the Good Friday Retreat.  What a wonderful gift for
them to present to the church community!  What a wonderful expression of
love for Christ in thanksgiving for His gift to us in giving His life for our
salvation!  What a wonderful sight to see their beauty so very many weeks
after Pascha and the 40 days that followed!  They remain a permanent cel-
ebration of the wonders of Pascha and the efforts our children made to com-
memorate this most important Feast Day.  Many, many belated thanks to the
children and their counselors.

Looking at the practical side of our grounds, projects have been com-
pleted to improve our site and make it more appealing.  Take a look at the
new sign at the beginning of the driveway.  It was provides clear directions
for the many, many people coming to our grounds.  Also take note of the
cross and sign in the very front of our property; it has been updated in a deep
red and white accent.  The very fine workmanship of Jim Stephanos is
apparent.

Helping Jim, have been Pete Haramis and George Milanos who
have installed a chair railing around the walls of the big hall to protect them
from scratches and gouges.  It is most useful and adds to the attractiveness of
the room.

Also, take one more look at the big planters immediately outside the
doors of the church.  They are nurtured by Diane Stephanos who cultivates
the flowers and plants new ones as the seasons change.

Thank you so very to all of you who have made our Holy Cross
property so beautiful.

NEWS &
INFORMATION



FATHER LEON
FELLOWSHIP
FOR GRAD STUDENTS
The Church of the Holy Cross was blessed to have
Father Leon Contos with us from 1979 to 1988. He
remains an educational icon of our Church and em-
bodied what living a true Christian life means. All
who met him remember his grace, intellect, wit and
warmth. Father Leon was Dean of Saint Sophia Cathedral from 1951 to 1965
and President of Hellenic College/Holy Cross Theological School from 1966
to 1972 With a Ph.D. from Oxford University and several honorary doctor-
ates, he came to Belmont to continue his pastoral work. He brought to our
parish a strong sense of stability and Christian purpose. His sermons are
regarded as some of the most articulate and insightful. He was truly a scholar
and a gentleman, a proud father, grandfather and loving husband. His leader-
ship, quiet yet strong, allowed for lay leaders in our parish to grow. He pointed
the way with a firm yet gentle hand. He was the consummate teacher. Under-
standing the importance of education within our Church, Father Leon be-
came the first President of the Patriarch Athenagoras Institute at the Gradu-
ate Theological Union in Berkeley, California and was honored as the Alex
G. Spanos Professor of Orthodox Studies there.

The Philoptochos, too, sees the support of educational endeavors as
one its main focuses. For the Church to survive, the faithful must be knowl-
edgeable in their religion. In that vein, the Philoptochos established the Very
Reverend Dr. Leonidas C. Contos Fellowship. This monetary award is pre-
sented to a graduate student(s) who has attained educational excellence, is
pursuing graduate studies and has displayed Christian values working within
a church community. The award is possible through an endowment in Father
Leon’s memory.

If you are a graduate student and are pursuing continuing education
and with your family have been a contributing member of this Church com-
munity, please pick up an application from the Church Office.

GIFT CARD EXTENSION
To all the ladies who attended the Philoptochos Fashion Show, your Mary
Kay gift card and facial offer have been extended through July!!!  Please call
to set up your appointment today.  Thank you, Angelique Lorig 415-948-
8539.

UPCOMING SERVICES
subject to change - please check your Sunday Bulletins

Saturday, July 15 – 5:30 PM, Great Vespers
Sunday, July 16 - Orthros, 8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM
Saturday, July 22 – 5:30 PM, Great Vespers
Sunday, July 23 - Orthros, 8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM
Saturday, July 29 – 5:30 PM, Great Vespers
Sunday, July 30 - Orthros, 8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM
Tuesday, August 1 - Paraclesis, 7 PM
Wednesday, August 2  – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Thursday, August 3 – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Friday, August 4 – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Saturday, August 5 – 5:30 PM, Great Vespers
Sunday, August 6 – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Monday, August 7 – Holy Transfiguration, Paraclesis, 7 PM
Tuesday, August 8 – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Wednesday, August 9 – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Thursday, August 10 – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Friday, August 11 – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Saturday, August 12 – 5:30 PM, Great Vespers
Sunday, August 13 – Paraclesis, 7 PM
Monday, August 14 – Vespers of the Dormition of the Theotokos, 7 PM
Tuesday, August 15 – Dormition of the Theotokos, Divine Liturgy, 9 AM
Saturday, August 19 – 5:30 PM, Great Vespers

ETC.
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Boosalis, Gus & Kari
415-789-9063
102 Mount Tiburon Road
TIBURON CA 94920

Dassios, Angelos & Patricia Ivancich
415-710-8402
627 Sargent Street
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94132
adassios@hotmail.com
pivancich@hotmail.com

Drolapas, Tim & Stephanie
366-1999
3227 Oak Knoll Drive
REDWOOD CITY  CA  94062
scarathimas@hotmail.com

Dughman, Jamie
415-345-1894
225 Barkentine Street
FOSTER CITY  CA  94404
browneyedjamie@yahoo.com

Fifita, Steven & Lex Mercury
415-672-4441
1919 Oak Knoll Drive
BELMONT CA 94002
lexmercury@hotmail.com

Ghattas, Maurice & Madeline
701-1619
403 Upton Street
REDWOOD CITY CA 94062
maddyghattas@yahoo.com

Kalatzakis, M
3172 Mabury Road
SAN JOSE CA 95127-1019

Mozeliak, Mary
922-2192
1147 Shelter Creek Lane
SAN BRUNO  CA  94066
mmozeliak@sbcglobal.net

Philipopoulos, Jason
345-2005
2080 Trinity Street
SAN MATEO CA 94403-1539

Anagnostou, Andrew & Alicia
508-9714
2805 Tramanto Drive
SAN CARLOS CA 94070
Andy.anagnostou@gmail.com
Alicia.anagnostou@gmail.com

Bazigos, Eugenia
598-9948
2624 Sequoia Way
BELMONT  CA  94002

Berkey, David
321-1725
1890 Camino a Los Cerros
MENLO PARK  CA  94025
david.berkey@mindspring.com

Roufas, Kimon & Milena
331-0193
100 N. Whisman - #1322
MOUNTAIN VIEW CA 94043
Milena@sloan.mit.edu
kimon@sloan.mit.edu

Soto, Kathy
415-585-2636
80 Laura Street
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94512
kathsoto@aol.com

Tsolakis, Theofane & Katerina
537-6332
324 Oakview Drive
SAN CARLOS CA 94070
fktsolakis@aol.com

Tsoutis, Gus
573-7214
1357 Claudia Avenue
SAN MATEO   CA 94403-1620

Tzifas, Connie
591 Caliente Ave
LIVERMORE CA 94550

Zaharioudakis, Marinos & Argiri
574-4913
3828 Fernwood Ave
SAN MATEO  CA  94403-4143

Zissimos, John
415-613-5525
57 Skyline Terr
MILL VALLEY CA 94941

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Also, please check your Sunday Bulletins for the dates and times of all meet-
ings
.

15th of the Month, 4 PM - Articles and ads due for Cross Currents and Youth
Currents (church office)

First Tuesday of the month, 11 AM – ORA (Oaks)
First Tuesday of the month, 7 PM – Philoptochos Board (Classrooms)
First Thursdays of the month, 6:30 PM - Technology Committee (Contos

Library)
Third Tuesdays of the month, 7:30 PM – Parish Council (Contos Library)

Please call the church office
if we missed your organization’s meeting.

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES
Please add these new/returning parishioners to your 2006 directory.
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Save the date -
Friday, December 29

50th Anniversary Gala
An event
50 years in the making.

Join us with your family.

Golden details soon.

THANK YOU CROSS CURRENTS SPONSOR!
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THANK YOU CROSS CURRENTS SPONSOR!

DISC JOCKEY MUSIC   RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL
 WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS, ANNIVERSARIES, SOCIAL EVENTS
  GREEK AND AMERICAN MUSIC



(This tour is for both men and women.
While the men are at Mount Athos

the women will visit other monasteries
and religious shrines in the area.)

Tour Date: October 23-November 3, 2006

Our tour guides will be
Fr. Peter Salmas and Fr. Jon Magoulias

Tour offered by MAP Tours.
Tours to Greece and the Mediterranean.

Phone: (650) 591-4447
email: info@map-tours.com or office@goholycross.org

www.map-tours.com

HURRY!  Let us know if you are interested.
We will need a head-count very soon.

There are some things
you really do need to see.

Greece:
Athens, Mount Athos,

Meteora, and Thessalonika.


