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Advocate for Palestinian Christians to Speak in Bay Area 
 
 International author Maria Khoury, who wrote the popular “Christina” Orthodox 
children’s books, will speak at Holy Cross Church and other locations in the Bay Area about the 
plight of the dwindling Christian community in Israeli-occupied Palestine, the Holy Land, 
which is revered by Christians, Muslims and Jews. 
 Khoury, an Orthodox Christian who grew up in America but lives with her family in 
Taybeh on the West Bank of the Jordan River, is the author of Witness in the Holy Land.  The 
book details her personal accounts of the “inhuman conditions” imposed on Christians and 
others in Palestine, especially since the 2000 Palestinian Uprising and subsequent Israeli 
blockade.  She has also written many articles that have been published worldwide in 
newspapers and magazines and have been translated to various languages, bringing awareness 
of the Christian presence in the Holy Land. 
 Khoury also is the author of nine Orthodox Christian children’s books including 
Christina Goes to the Holy Land and Christina Goes to Church. 
 A graduate of Hellenic College (1982) in Brookline, Mass., Harvard University (1985) 
and Boston University (1992) with a doctorate in education, Khoury is trying to raise money for 
housing to help Orthodox Christians remain in Taybeh, the only Christian village in the land of 
Christ’s birth. 
 She will speak on three different occasions from Feb. 19-21 at Holy Cross Church. 
 Khoury will give her first presentation, about conditions in the Holy Land, on Friday, 
Feb. 19, following the 7:00 PM Salutations service.  Her second speech, on raising children in 
the faith, will be given Saturday, Feb. 20, at 11:00 AM (lunch and child care included).  She 
will speak about the Holy Land during Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Feb. 21, and speak with 
children afterward during Coffee Hour. 
 For more information about Khoury and the Christian presence in the Holy Land, visit 
www.saintgeorgetaybeh.org. 
 Khoury will also speak at several other Orthodox Christian venues in the Bay Area: 

• Feb. 7, following 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy, at Ascension Cathedral in Oakland 
• Feb. 9, 5:30 PM, at UC Berkeley’s Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute 
• Feb. 11, 7:00 PM, at St. Basil Church in San Jose 
• Feb. 12, 6:00 PM, at St. George Church in Rohnert Park 
• Feb. 21, 5:00 PM, at Nativity of Christ Church in Novato 
• Feb. 23, 6:00 PM, at the Orthodox Christian Fellowship at Stanford University 
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